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Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

2. Applicant's petition to revive abandon application number 09758033 received on 02-22- 
2008 has been reviewed by USPTO legal petition department and petition has been approved and 
granted on 03-17-2009. The prosecution of the application number 09758033 has been 
reopened. Claims 1-36 are pending in this action. 

3. Status: Please all the replies and correspondence should be addressed to examiner's new 
art unit 2629. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted 02-22-2008 under petition to revive 
abandon application, which, have been placed of record in the file. Claims 1-36 are pending in 
this office action. 

4. Applicant is notified that this was same office action that was mailed on 10-15-2002 to 
applicant and abandoned on 06-09-2003 for applicant's failure to respond and during telephone 
interview on 07-19-2007 applicant's representative claimed that they never received the office 
action mailed on 10-15-2002 as correspondence address change was requested and applicant's 
representative did not know if the office action was mailed to the newly change of address 
requested. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10-01-2001 is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described, in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a). 

7. Claims 1-5,8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Amano et al. 
(EP 0 922 431 Al). 

Regarding Claim 1, Amano et al. teaches a setup method for a controller (4 of figure 5, 
Col.14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 17, Lines 5-1 1) to a 
computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing pressure by a user 
(col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive device (Col. 12, Line 
57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 27,28), the method, 
comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 8, Line 34) to push 
the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a storage step 
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wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as the 
maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the maximum 
value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure-sensing 
values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or 
various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 
4). 

Regarding Claim 2, Amano et al. teaches a recording medium (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) on 
which is recorded a computer-readable and executable software program (Col. 14, Lines 33-37) a 
setup method for a controller (4 of figure 5, Col.14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, 
Lines 33,34, Col. 17, Lines 5-11) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) 
depending on a pushing pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected 
to a pressure-sensitive device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the 
controller (Col. 14, Lines 27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is 
instructed (Col. 17, Line 8, Line 34) to push the control element with at least a maximum 
strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element 
is pushed by the user, is stored as the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction 
step wherein, based on the maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the 
software or various pressure-sensing values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 
14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are 
generated (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 
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Regarding Claim 3, Amano et al. teaches the corrected pressure-sensing value table or 
various corrected pressure-sensing values are stored in a storage unit provided internally in or 
external of the computer (5 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 29-32). 

Regarding Claim 4, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, 
Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17, Line 40 to 
Col. 18, Line 4). 

Regarding Claim 5, Amano et al. teaches the corrected pressure-sensing value table or 
various corrected pressure-sensing values are stored in a storage unit internal to or external to the 
computer (5 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 29-32). 
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Regarding Claim 8, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34) to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), 
a storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored 
as the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, 
Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17, Line 40 to 
Col. 18, Line 4). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 6,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amano et al. 
(EP 0 922 431 Al) in view of Ogata et al. (6,402,616). 

Regarding Claim 6, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-11) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, 
Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17 Line 40 to 
Col. 18, Line 4). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the computer system is an entertainment system. 
However, Ogata et al. teaches the computer system is an entertainment system (Col. 1, 
Lines 66,67). 
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Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Ogata et al. in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 7, Ogata et al. teaches the system is an entertainment system (Col. 1, 
Lines 8-15). 

10. Claims 9-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amano et al. 
(EP 0 922 43 1 Al) in view of Armstrong (6,347,997 Bl). 

Regarding Claim 9, Amano et al. teaches the correction means has a correction table for 
correcting the user pressure-sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 24-29). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 10, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

Regarding Claim 11, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on 
predetermined calculations (Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 
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Regarding Claim 12, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values, a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, Col. 17, 
Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17, Line 40 to 
Col. 18, Line 4). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 
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Regarding Claim 13, Amano et al. teaches the correction means has a correction table for 
correcting the user pressure-sensing values to correspond to the pressure-sensing values based 
on the stipulated function(Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4, Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 14, Amano et al. teaches the stipulated function is selected from a group 
consisting of second-order functions, higher-order functions, exponential functions and 
trigonometric functions, depending on characteristics of the instructions controlled by the control 
element (Col. 10, Line 4 to Col. 12 Line 34). 

Regarding Claim 15, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. .17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4, Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 

Regarding Claim 16, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on 
predetermined calculations (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4, Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 
7). 

Regarding Claim 17, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
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controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 
17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by 
the software, and correction means for making the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of 
change to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing value rate of change, and 
calculating intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein 
the user pressure-sensing value rate of change which is a pushing speed of the user on the control 
element is corrected by the correction means and used in the software. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12) and 
game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by the software, and correction means for making 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change to correspond to the maximum game 
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pressure-sensing value rate of change, and calculating intermediate values until the maximum 
user pressure-sensing value rate of change is reached proportionally corresponding to the game 
pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein the user pressure-sensing value rate of change 
which is a pushing speed of the user on the control element is corrected by the correction means 
and used in the software (Col. 4 5 Lines 34-61). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 1 8, Amano et al. teaches the stipulated function is selected from a group 
consisting of second-order functions, higher-order functions, exponential functions and 
trigonometric functions, depending on characteristics of the instructions controlled by the control 
element (Col. 10, Line 4 to Col. 12, Line 34). 

Regarding Claim 19, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4, Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 

Regarding Claim 20, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on 
predetermined calculations (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4, Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 
7). 
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Regarding Claim 21, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 1 7, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 
1 7, Line 40 to Col. 1 8, Line 4). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 22, Amano et al. teaches the correction means has a correction table for 
correcting the user pressure-sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 24-29). 
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However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 23, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

Regarding Claim 24, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col.14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (Col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
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27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 
17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 25, Amano et al. teaches the correction means has a correction table for 
correcting the user pressure-sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 24-29). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col, 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 26, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated function (Col. 17, Lines 3-5). 

Regarding Claim 27, Amano et al. teaches the stipulated function is selected from a group 
consisting of second-order functions, higher-order functions, exponential functions and 
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trigonometric functions, depending on characteristics of the instructions controlled by the control 
element (Col. 10, Line 4 to Col. 12, Line 34). 

Regarding Claim 28, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col, 18, Line 4). 

Regarding Claim 29, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on 
predetermined calculations (Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 

Regarding Claim 30, Amano et al. teaches a computer system (Col. 14, Lines 27,28) 
comprising: pressure sensing controller (figure 5, Col. 14, Lines 14-26) setup a method for a 
controller (4 of figure 5, Col.14, Lines 27, 28) that gives instructions (Col. 14, Lines 33,34, Col. 
17, Lines 5-1 1) to a computer running software (Col. 14, Lines 33,34) depending on a pushing 
pressure by a user (col. 17, Lines 8-10) on a control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device (Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 
27,28), the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 
8, Line 34) to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), 
a storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored 
as the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 
17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 
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However, Amano et al. fails to teach game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by 
the software, and correction means for making the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of 
change to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing value rate of change, and 
calculating intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein 
the user pressure-sensing value rate of change which is a pushing speed of the user on the control 
element is corrected by the correction means and used in the software. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12) and 
game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by the software, and correction means for making 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change to correspond to the maximum game 
pressure-sensing value rate of change, and calculating intermediate values until the maximum 
user pressure-sensing value rate of change is reached proportionally corresponding to the game 
pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein the user pressure-sensing value rate of change 
which is a pushing speed of the user on the control element is corrected by the correction means 
and used in the software (Col. 4, Lines 34-61). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 31, Amano et al. teaches the correction means has a correction table for 
correcting the user pressure-sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 24-29). 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 
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However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 32, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on a 
stipulated program (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

Regarding Claim 33, Amano et al. teaches the correction table is prepared based on 
predetermined calculations (Col. 5, Line 45 to Col. 6, Line 7). 

11. Claims 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogata et al. 
(6,402,616 Bl) and Amano et al. (EP 0 922 431 Al) in view of Armstrong (6,347,997 Bl). 

Regarding Claim 34, Ogata et al. teaches a recording medium (figure 9,10, Col. 7, Line 
48) on which is recorded a computer-readable and executable software program (Col. 8, Lines 
22-30) containing a setup program (Col 8, Lines 3 1-39) for a controller that gives instructions to 
a computer running software depending on a pushing pressure of a user on a control element 
(Col. 7, Line 54 to Col. 8, Line 4, Col. 8, Lines 18-25, Lines 14-17). 

However, Ogata et al. fails to teach control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device of the controller, the setup program comprising the steps of: measuring a maximum user 
pressure-sensing value which is the maximum pushing pressure of the user; acquiring a 
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maximum game pressure-sensing value set by the software; and performing correction to make 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing 
value, and calculate intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Amano et al. teaches control element connected to a pressure-sensitive device 
(Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-11) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 27,28), 
the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 8, Line 
34) to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 
17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Amano et al. in the teaching of Ogata et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 
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Regarding Claim 35, Ogata et al. teaches a recording medium (figure 9,10, Col. 7, Line 
48) on which is recorded a computer-readable and executable software program (Col. 8, Lines 
22-30) containing a setup program (Col. 8, Lines 31-39) for a controller that gives instructions to 
a computer running software depending on a pushing pressure of a user on a control element 
(Col. 7, Line 54 to Col. 8, Line 4, Col. 8, Lines 18-25, Lines 14-17). 

However, Ogata et al. fails to teach control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device of the controller, the setup program comprising the steps of: measuring a maximum user 
pressure-sensing value which is the maximum pushing pressure of the user; acquiring a 
maximum game pressure-sensing value set by the software; and performing correction to make 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing 
value, and calculate intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Amano et al. teaches control element connected to a pressure-sensitive device 
(Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 27,28), 
the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 8, Line 
34) to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a 
storage step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as 
the maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the 
maximum value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure- 
sensing values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 
27-32, Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 



Application/Control Number: 09/758,033 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2629 

17, Line 40 to Col. 1 8, Line 4) and pressure-sensing values based on a stipulated function (Col. 
17, Lines 3-5). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Amano et al. in the teaching of Ogata et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach the game pressure-sensing values. 

However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2, Lines 4-12). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Regarding Claim 36, Ogata et al. teaches a recording medium (figure 9,10, Col. 7, Line 
48) on which is recorded a computer-readable and executable software program (Col. 8, Lines 
22-30) containing a setup program (Col. 8, Lines 31-39) for a controller that gives instructions to 
a computer running software depending on a pushing pressure of a user on a control element 
(Col. 7, Line 54 to Col. 8, Line 4, Col. 8, Lines 18-25, Lines 14-17). 

However, Ogata et al. fails to teach control element connected to a pressure-sensitive 
device of the controller, the setup program comprising the steps of: measuring a maximum user 
pressure-sensing value which is the maximum pushing pressure of the user; acquiring a 
maximum game pressure-sensing value set by the software; and performing correction to make 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing 
value, and calculate intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing values. 
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However, Amano et al. teaches control element connected to a pressure-sensitive device 
(Col. 12, Line 57 to Col. 13, Line 2, Col. 17, Lines 6-1 1) of the controller (Col. 14, Lines 27,28), 
the method, comprising: an instruction step wherein the user is instructed (Col. 17, Line 8, Line 
34)to push the control element with at least a maximum strength (Col. 17, Lines 35,36), a storage 
step wherein a value obtained when the control element is pushed by the user, is stored as the 
maximum value (Col. 17, Lines 33-38); and a correction step wherein, based on the maximum 
value and a pressure-sensing value table defined in the software or various pressure-sensing 
values (Col. 17, Lines 51), a new corrected pressure-sensing value table (Col. 14, Lines 27-32, 
Col. 17, Lines 3-5) or various new corrected pressure-sensing values are generated (Col. 17, Line 
40 to Col. 18, Line 4) and calculate intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing 
value rate of change is reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing value 
rate of change (Col. 17, Line 40 to Col. 18, Line 4). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Amano et al. in the teaching of Ogata et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

However, Amano et al. fails to teach game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by 
the software, and correction means for making the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of 
change to correspond to the maximum game pressure-sensing value rate of change, and 
calculating intermediate values until the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change is 
reached proportionally corresponding to the game pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein 
the user pressure-sensing value rate of change which is a pushing speed of the user on the control 
element is corrected by the correction means and used in the software. 
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However, Armstrong teaches the games pressing sensor values (Col. 2 3 Lines 4-12) and 
game pressure-sensing value rate of change set by the software, and correction means for making 
the maximum user pressure-sensing value rate of change to correspond to the maximum game 
pressure-sensing value rate of change, and calculating intermediate values until the maximum 
user pressure-sensing value rate of change is reached proportionally corresponding to the game 
pressure-sensing value rate of change; wherein the user pressure-sensing value rate of change 
which is a pushing speed of the user on the control element is corrected by the correction means 
and used in the software (Col. 4, Lines 34-61). 

Thus it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Armstrong in the teaching of Amano et al. to provide 
better entertainment system including a video game. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Brossard (6,302,790 Bl) Audio visual output for a gaming device. 

Shinohara et al. (6,422,943 B2) Game apparatus, game machine manipulation device, 
game system and interactive communication method foe game apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PRABODH M. DHARIA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7668. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-30AM to 5PM. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

/Prabodh M Dharia/ 
Primary Examiner, 
Art Unit 2629 
March 17, 2009 



